
Appendix 1 
 

2.12  MISCONDUCT BY THE PUBLIC 
 

 

Application: applies to the Assembly, its committees and 
subcommittees. 

 

 

1. If a member of the public: 
 

 

(1) interrupts or attempts to take part in the proceedings; or 
 

 

(2) displays any material in contravention of Standing Order 2.11 
above; or 

 

 

(3) otherwise distracts Members’ or the public’s attention from the 
proceedings; 

 

 

then the Chair shall warn the person concerned and, if the conduct in 
question continues, the Chair may order his/her removal from the 
Chamber or room where the meeting is held. In exceptional 
circumstances the Chair may order that a member of the public be 
removed from the Chamber or meeting room without warning. 

 

 

2. If there is a disturbance in any part of the Chamber[1] or room where the 
meeting is held, or in any area of the building open to the public and 
visible or audible to the Members attending the meeting that in the 
Chair’s opinion hinders the conduct of business, then the Chair may: 

 

 

(1) order that area to be cleared; and/or 
 

 

(2) suspend or adjourn the meeting for such period as he/she 
thinks appropriate without seeking the meeting’s approval. 

 

 

3.   If, in the opinion of the Chair, having taken advice from the 
Executive Director of Secretariat and/or Executive Director of 
Resources and/or their representative(s), it is clear that the 
disruption by members of the public is so significant that the 
safety of Members and/or GLA officers would be at risk and/or 
that it would not be possible to reconvene the meeting in its 
original location within 5 minutes of the adjournment, then the 
Chair has the authority to: 

 
(1) Adjourn the meeting and direct all other Members present, 

and the Mayor (if present) and/or any guests (if present), 
immediately to vacate the Chamber/meeting room, 
indicating (where possible) an alternative location where 



  

Members and relevant others should gather in the interim; 

(2) Direct officers to find a suitable venue for the meeting to be 
reconvened as soon as is practicable, taking into account 
safety and room availability issues and the views of 
Members present, and, if then practically possible, to 
propose to Members and relevant others a time and venue 
for the meeting to be reconvened; 

(3) For reasons of safety (of Members, the Mayor, guests, 
officers and other persons in the building), direct that the 
proposed venue of a meeting that is to be reconvened in 
accordance with paragraph 3(2) shall not be disclosed to the 
public or press, by any means, until the Chair has confirmed 
that the venue details can be made available more generally, 
including to the public and press. 

 
4. Where a meeting is reconvened in accordance with paragraph 3(2) 

above, the Chair shall, before returning to the business on the 
agenda for the meeting that was being conducted at the time of 
the adjournment and as an item of urgent business, ask the 
meeting formally to approve the reconvening of the meeting in the 
alternative venue. Officers shall issue public notice of the 
reconvened meeting as soon as is practicable. 

 
5. Members may, at the point of being asked to give approval to a 

reconvened meeting in an alternative location, raise points of order 
as necessary. However, and in accordance with Standing Order 
2.2B, the Chair’s ruling on any matter of order or procedure under 
this Standing Order 2.12 shall be final. 

 
 

Notes and definitions 
 

 

[1] For the purposes of this Standing Order reference to the Chamber 
includes the whole extent of the ramp; the areas visible to the meeting 
include the public corridor around the Chamber and the public areas outside 
the committee rooms. 

 


